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6th Grade  
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We’re excited to have you join our Diamondback 

Family!

Students:

● View the important information about our 

campus in this presentation

● View the course options

● Work with your parent or guardian to select 

your course selections

● Complete Google Form*

● AND Enter course selections into Skyward*

*found on last page of this presentation

Middle School Academic Planning Guide

Welcome to Downing!!!

https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/home
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Downing Administration

Mrs. Harycki

Assistant Principal

Last Names A-K

Mr. Hilliard

Assistant Principal

Last Names L-Z

Mr. Martin

Principal
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SLIDESMANIA.COM Downing Counselors

Mrs. Blevins

Last Names A-K

Ms. Isaacs

Last Names L-Z
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SLIDESMANIA.COM School Nurse & Librarian

Mrs. Ashmore

School  Nurse

Mrs. White

Librarian
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SLIDESMANIA.COM School Resource Officer

Officer Justin Buck

Flower Mound Police Department
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Core Course 

Options
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Core Course Options

English/Language Arts (ELAR) 
(click HERE for course description and recommendations)

Math (click HERE for course descriptions and recommendations)

Science (click HERE for course descriptions and recommendations)

Social Studies (click HERE for course description and recommendations)

English Language Arts 6

Honors English Language Arts 6

LEAP/ELAR GT 6 (must be identified Gifted and Talented to enroll)

Math 6

Honors Math 6 (all of 6th grade Math standards and the majority of 

7th grade Math standards will be covered)

STEM Science 6

Contemporary World 

Honors Contemporary World

Honors STEM Science 6

#
#
#
#
#
#
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/english#h.8ixvc79ojgmn
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/math#h.q9ibh3ptvsxb
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/science
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/social-studies#h.ybbvjgwbnwz
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Lewisville ISD is proud to offer a variety of HONORS courses that are open to all 

secondary students. The purpose of these courses is to meet the needs of students 

eager to engage in a challenging curriculum as they consider the multiple pathways that 

will lead to future college and career success. 

HONORS courses will offer an additional layer of depth and complexity applied to the 

standard core content alongside the high expectations and authentic learning 

experiences found in all LISD courses. Depth and complexity applied to the standard 

curriculum offers rich learning experiences for students interested in taking on the 

challenge of advanced coursework.

Click below for more information on Honors Classes.

Honors Courses in Middle School

Honors Courses

Gifted & Talented Courses

Link to LISD G/T secondary website: 

https://www.lisd.net/Page/27852

Middle School G/T and Honors courses Smore: 

https://www.smore.com/4nkq8

● This Smore describes all courses (both G/T designated and 

Honors) available to G/T students.

https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/ms-academic-requirements#h.cg1a2mzawx2e
https://www.lisd.net/Page/27852
https://www.smore.com/4nkq8
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Physical 

Education
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● Every 6th Grade student will take Physical Education

● Information about ordering PE uniforms will be sent out later 

in the semester

● External PE Option

○ LEVEL ONE requires a minimum of 15 hours of 

participation a week in an approved off-campus activity; 

the student is dismissed one period during the school 

day by arriving late or leaving early to attend the 

activity. 

○ LEVEL TWO is a minimum of 5 hours per week of 

participation; the student may not be dismissed from any 

part of the school day.

○ More Information about External PE can be found on 

the LISD Website https://www.lisd.net/Page/1659

Click here for External PE Flyer

Physical Education

https://www.lisd.net/Page/1659
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-JCYRsVb0sh37hU8ednFLLhbLFY0QBdh/view?usp=sharing
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6th Grade 
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Students take 2 electives.

All 6th grade students are required to take one full year of a fine 

arts elective, so one of your top 2 elective choices must be a fine 

arts course. 

Fine Arts courses are marked with an (*).

● Band* (click course name for description) 

● Choir* (click course name for description) 

● Orchestra* (click course name for description) 

● Theatre Arts* (click course name for description) 

● Skills for Living (click course name for description)  - At Downing, this class 

is a 6th grade class only and will not be offered for 7th/8th grade students

● Gateway to STEM 1 (year long course including Science of Technology and 

Design & Modeling)

○ Science of Technology - Science impacts the technology of yesterday, 

today, and the future.  In this unit, students apply the concepts of physics, 

chemistry, and nanotechnology to activities and projects, including making 

ice cream, cleaning up an oil spill, and discovering the properties of 

nano-materials

○ Design and Modeling - Students discover the design process, and develop 

an understanding of the influence of creativity and innovation in their lives. 

They are then challenged and empowered to use and apply what they’ve 

learned throughout the unit to design a therapeutic toy for a child who has 

cerebral palsy.

Click here to view the Downing Music Brochure

Click here to view the Instrument and Class Selection Guide

Electives

https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/fine-arts#h.hchbydsv81mq
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/fine-arts#h.trvb1bber6ui
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/fine-arts#h.zl68t1keej1
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/fine-arts#h.2dlra0ma3j88
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/other-electives#h.lakb4sil7mv8
https://sites.google.com/staff.lisd.net/mscdg/course-description-guide/other-electives
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zc422bNrVETpQlVmr0-GWyF15KVNxs16/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RdRWBPsC62xuS5oDSMCvn70Xi1XzGOBa/view?usp=sharing


TITLE F
TITLE E

TITLE D
TITLE C

TITLE B
TITLE A

SLIDESMANIA.COM

You will only receive 2 electives in your schedule, but you will be 

selecting 5 different electives you are willing to take next school 

year.

You will enter your electives in order of preference. 

● #1 and #2 will be your top elective choices

● #3, #4, and #5 will be your alternate elective choices (in 

case your top 2 don’t work with your schedule).  

○ Your alternate electives must be different from your 

top 2 elective choices, and all 3 of your alternates must 

be different electives.  

○ So you will be choosing 5 different electives in all - 2 

top choices and 3 alternates

We try our best to accommodate 1st and 2nd choice electives; however, there is no 

guarantee that alternate electives will not be used.

Electives, cont.
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Mrs. Clardy

Band Director

Click here for Band 

Instrument Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iSzaidkq0kxVzN9W-XNCac5AgSnlsZQ6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iSzaidkq0kxVzN9W-XNCac5AgSnlsZQ6/view?usp=sharing
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Mr. Price

Choir Director

Click here for 

Choir Video

Choir

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lpLQ219qLL-Inp4hg07PGhDzSQUM_awc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lpLQ219qLL-Inp4hg07PGhDzSQUM_awc/view?usp=sharing
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Mr. Sipzner

Orchestra Director

Click here for 

Orchestra Video

Orchestra

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oY5reQRHRCuvYePHaXhx45zvalEkbvpl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oY5reQRHRCuvYePHaXhx45zvalEkbvpl/view?usp=sharing
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Mr. Morris

Theatre Director

Click here for 

Theatre Video

Theatre

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sKVMyXUy3U0uVuEX_haY00tKbBSBwikP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sKVMyXUy3U0uVuEX_haY00tKbBSBwikP/view?usp=sharing
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Mrs. Bell

Skills for Living Teacher

Click here for Skills 

for Living Video

Skills for Living

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-9FopuhT01XaFFyZkZvWm9sTVU/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-J-ocxuu7qBVabzK7sKav2w
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-9FopuhT01XaFFyZkZvWm9sTVU/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-J-ocxuu7qBVabzK7sKav2w
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Mrs. Phelps

STEM Teacher

STEM Elective

Click here for 

STEM Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xbKCiZSoZHrOxjCZ_Ro_uy6lxNZfJ6Q-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xbKCiZSoZHrOxjCZ_Ro_uy6lxNZfJ6Q-/view?usp=sharing
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STEM Elective

For the 24-25 school year, only STEM 1 will be offered 

to 6th grade students at Downing.  
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STEM Elective

For the 24-25 school year, only STEM 2 will be offered 

to 7th and 8th grade students at Downing.
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1. Complete Google Form for Course Requests

6th Grade Course Selection Form

~AND~

2. Enter Course selections into Skyward

Skyward Directions

BOTH the Google form and entering the course selections into 

Skyward need to be completed by Monday, January 22nd.

Parents - If you have questions, please email your child’s counselor.

Shelley Blevins (Last Names A-K) Ashley Isaacs (Last Names L-Z)

blevinss@lisd.net isaacsa@lisd.net 

Reminders & Questions

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhVYCzJvhhFXXJ_tGn2B3j3vDrenFFZF3tlsRXdeu8susIFA/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CYS-9CNSEfTGCn0OvKVFSjhbN9ewkrxG/view?usp=sharing
mailto:blevinss@lisd.net
mailto:isaacsa@lisd.net

